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Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the Messenger
of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, “Faith will retreat to
Madinah as a snake retreats to its hole.”

(Reported by Al-Bukhaaree)
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Mountain ranges surrounding Madinah
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no matter how eloquent they may be, will not
suffice to portray the worth of the city of Madinah!, the
bastion of Islam, the base and refuge of Faith (Ma'rez al-
Iman).

This book is a journey info the depths of time, an exploration of
history and place, and an afttempt at presenting geography
within a framework of the tangible and the real.

This book endeavors to place Madinah in your hands,
such that you feel its eminence, conceive its virtues, and
experience its indestructible grandeur.

(1) Other names of Madinah include: Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah (the Enlightened
City), and Taibah Al-Taybah (the Wholesome Taibah).
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Custodian of the Holy Mosques King
Abdullah ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz Al Saud
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His Royal Highness Prince Migrin ibn Abdul-‘Aziz, His Royal Highness Crown Prince Salman ibn ‘Abdul-‘Aziz,

The Second Deputy Premier Crown Prince, Deputy Premier and Minister of Defence
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There are many cities that pride themselves on the accomplishments
of one of their denizens, or on being the resting places of this or that
talented soul. Many are the places that boast about being birth places
of a new discipline of knowledge, an origin of a genius idea, a home of
a brilliant school, or a location of a renowned university.

Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah, however, is a different story! Suffice it to say that:

The greatest prophet ever to be sent to mankind, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), was a
resident and leader of Madinah;

That Madinah had once been populated by the noblest men after Allah’s prophets,
the indestructible Companions of the Prophet (PBUH), the Sahabah;

That Madinah is the place where the light of the blessed Shari’ah originated;

That Madinah is the location of the second most venerated site in Islam, the Prophet’s
Mosque;

That Madinah will last to the end of times; and
That Madinah is the Refuge of Faith (Ma'rez al-iman)!

Madinah is the Refuge of Faith (Ma'rez al-lman); its goodness is pure, its grace
enduring. Allah has planted the love of Madinah in the hearts of the believers, so
much so that even people who have never seen Madinah yearn for it and pray for
the day they will be able to roam its blessed alleys. How truthful the Prophet’s words
are: “Madinah is better for them had they known.”
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His Royal Highness Prince Faisal ibn Salman ibn Abdul-*Aziz,
governor of Madinah Region
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Based on Piety
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Between Two Lava Plains
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